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CAPTION:  Crewe Golf Club proudly shows off its GolfMark certificate (left to 
right) Emma Taylor, Child Welfare Officer; Carole Ralphs, Ladies Captain; Danny 
Wilkinson, Juniors Captain; Dave Wheeler, PGA Professional;  Martin Ford, Junior 
Organiser; Steve Cuthbert, Captain; Mick Bate, President; Mike Parsons, GolfMark Lead 
Coordinator;  and Greg Stenson, Junior Organiser 

 

 
 

 
A CHESHIRE golf club with a long tradition of supporting juniors has received 

national recognition for its child and beginner-friendly approach. 
 

Crewe GC, which can be found in Fields Road, Haslington, has been awarded 
GolfMark, a national seal of approval for junior and beginner-friendly facilities 

which play an important role in the development of the game. 
 

GolfMark is a national scheme that incorporates ClubMark and recognises 

initiatives that focus on Coaching and Playing, Club Environment and Child 
Protection, and Duty of Care, all of which are extremely important to parents 

and children alike. 
 

Crewe Golf Club celebrated its centenary in 2011 and the club’s archives reveal 
that its commitment to helping a new generation of players enjoy the sport 

stretches back some 60 years to the days when former club captain Guy 
Harvey funded coaching for 12 juniors. 

 
Now the club is hoping to use GolfMark as a springboard towards building new 

links with the local community through schools and groups such as cubs, 
scouts, brownies and guides. 

 
Junior organiser Martin Ford: “The club has always offered a number of 

initiatives to help juniors into the sport, but GolfMark shows that we are doing 

the right things in a safe and secure environment and that we can now go 
further in delivering opportunities and facilities for young golfers.” 

 
The club offers a Golf Academy programme, which is open to non-members at 

a cost of just £3 per session. Head PGA professional Dave Wheeler and 
assistant Matt Taylor, himself a former junior at the club, run regular coaching 



sessions throughout the year which are open to children from the age of six 

upwards. 

 
As well as developing their golfing skills, youngsters are encouraged to learn 

more about the rules and etiquette of the sport which all helps smooth the way 
towards potential club membership. 

 
A Junior Handbook is given to all new members and their parents as part of 

the welcome at a club which carries the strapline ‘Where challenge and 
friendship meet’ on its website. 

 
The club has appointed a Welfare Officer – Emma Taylor – as part of its 

GolfMark programme and offers a number of flexible membership 
arrangements to encourage younger players, including those who may have 

moved on to further education. 
 

Further details can be found at the club website - 

http://www.crewegolfclub.co.uk/  
 

 
Says Craig Thomas, county development officer for the Cheshire County Golf 

Partnership: “Given its long history, Crewe could be seen as a very traditional 
golf club, but the combination of GolfMark and its proactive junior programme 

also shows that it is forward-looking with a very real commitment to 
developing a future generation of players. 

 
“GolfMark means a parent dropping off their child knows they are in a positive 

environment with the emphasis on the right care and responsibilities.” 
 

  
Note to editors 

 

GolfMark is an initiative jointly provided by the EGU and EWGA via the England 
Golf Partnership’s ‘Whole Sport Plan’ for golf and is an integral part of the 

England Golf Partnership’s vision to ‘Grow the Game’. 
 

The England Golf Partnership (EGP) brings together the amateur governing 
body, England Golf and the PGA, to grow the game with the support of the Golf 

Foundation and Sport England. 
 

County Golf Partnerships, involving the county men’s women’s and professional 
organisations, are part of the EGP’s Whole Sport Plan for golf and an integral 

part of its vision to make England the world’s leading golf nation by 2020. 
 

In Cheshire the partnership is supported by the Cheshire Union of Golf Clubs, 
the Cheshire County Ladies Golf Association and the Cheshire and North Wales 

PGA. 

  
For more details of the activities in Cheshire visit 

http://www.crewegolfclub.co.uk/


www.cheshiregolfpartnership.com 

 

For more information on the work of the Cheshire Golf Partnership contact 
Craig Thomas, County Development Officer, Cheshire County Golf Partnership. 

Website: http://www.cheshiregolfpartnership.com/ 
Mobile: 07973 798483 

Email: cheshirecdo@googlemail.com 
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